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America is in crisis, from the university to the workplace. 
Toxic ideas first spread by higher education have 
undermined humanistic values, fueled intolerance and 
widened divisions in our larger culture.  

Chaucer, Shakespeare and Milton? Oppressive. American 
history? Tyranny. Professors correcting grammar and 
spelling, or employers hiring by merit? Racist and sexist. 

Students emerge into the working world believing that 
human beings are defined by their skin color, gender, 
and sexual preference, and that oppression based on 
these characteristics is the American experience. Speech 
that challenges these campus orthodoxies is silenced with 
brute force. 

Heather Mac Donald’s “The Diversity Delusion” argues 
that the root of this problem is the belief in America’s 
endemic racism and sexism, a conviction that has 
engendered a metastasizing diversity bureaucracy in 
society and academia. Diversity commissars denounce 
merit as discriminatory, enforce hiring quotas, and teach 



students and adults alike to think of themselves as 
perpetual victims. Heather Mac Donald argues that we 
are creating a nation of narrowed minds, primed for 
grievance, and that we are putting our competitive edge 
at risk. 

But there is hope in the works of authors, composers, 
and artists who have long inspired the best in us.  

Heather Mac Donald is the author of The Diversity 
Delusion: How Race and Gender Pandering Corrupt 
the University and Undermine Our Culture. 

Mac Donald is the Thomas W. Smith Fellow at the 
Manhattan Institute, a contributing editor of City Journal, 
and a New York Times bestselling author. She is a 
recipient of the 2005 Bradley Prize. Mac Donald’s work at 
City Journal has covered a range of topics, including 
higher education, immigration, policing, homelessness 
and homeless advocacy, criminal-justice reform, and race 
relations. Her writing has appeared in the Wall Street 
Journal, Washington Post, New York Times, Los Angeles 
Times, The New Republic, and The New Criterion. Mac 
Donald's newest book, “The Diversity Delusion: How Race 
and Gender Pandering Corrupt the University and 
Undermine Our Culture” (2018), argues that toxic ideas 
first spread by higher education have undermined 
humanistic values, fueled intolerance, and widened 
divisions in our larger culture. 

She is the author of “The War on Cops” (2016), a New 
York Times bestseller that warns that raced-based 



attacks on the criminal-justice system are eroding the 
authority of law and putting lives at risk. 

Her previous works include “The Burden of Bad Ideas” 
(2001), a collection of Mac Donald’s City Journal essays 
that detail the effects of the 1960s counterculture’s 
destructive march through America’s institutions. In “The 
Immigration Solution: A Better Plan than Today’s” 
(2007), coauthored with Victor Davis Hanson and Steven 
Malanga, she chronicles the effects of broken immigration 
laws and proposes a practical solution to securing the 
country’s porous borders. In “Are Cops Racist?” (2010), 
another City Journal anthology, Mac Donald investigates 
the workings of the police, the controversy over so-called 
racial profiling, and the anti-profiling lobby’s harmful 
effects on black Americans. 

A nonpracticing lawyer, Mac Donald clerked for the 
Honorable Stephen Reinhardt, U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Ninth Circuit, and was an attorney-advisor in the 
Office of the General Counsel of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and a volunteer with the Natural 
Resources Defense Council. She has frequently testified 
before U.S. House and Senate Committees. In 1998, Mac 
Donald was appointed to Mayor Rudolph Giuliani’s task 
force on the City University of New York. She has 
received numerous awards for her writing: 

 

    Civilian Valor Award (2004), from the New Jersey 
State Association of Chiefs of Police. 



    Integrity in Journalism Award (2008), from the New 
York State Shields. 

    Eugene Katz Award for Excellence in the Coverage of 
Immigration (2008), from the Center for Immigration 
Studies. 

    Quill & Badge Award for Excellence in Communication 
(2012), from the International Union of Police 
Associations. 

    Excellence in Media Award (2016), from the State 
Troopers Coalition. 

    Excellence in Media Award (2017), from the National 
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund. 

    Kenneth Y. Tomlinson Award for Outstanding 
Journalism (2017), from The Fund for American Studies. 

    Heroism Award (2017), from the NYPD Sergeants 
Benevolent Association. 

    Law Enforcement Patriot of the Year (2018), Federal 
Law Enforcement Officers Association (FLEOA) 
Foundation 

    Peter Shaw Award (2019), from the National 
Association of Scholars (NAS). 

    Lady of Grace Award, Police Holy Name Society of 
Nassau County (2019). 

 

A frequent guest on Fox News and other TV and radio 
programs, Mac Donald holds a B.A. in English from Yale 
University, graduating with a Mellon Fellowship to 



Cambridge University, where she earned an M.A. in 
English and studied in Italy through a Clare College study 
grant. She holds a J.D. from Stanford University Law 
School. 

At the Criminal Justice Legal Foundation's 2018 annual 
meeting in downtown Los Angeles, U.S. Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions called Mac Donald, “the greatest thinker on 
criminal justice in America today.” 
	


