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On May 17, the U.S. House of Representatives passed 

the misnamed “Equality Act,” which our guest calls “the 
most dangerous bill to freedom of speech and the free 

exercise of religion that has ever been proposed on a 

national level.” 

A renowned expert on Biblical sexual morality, Prof. 
Robert Gagnon explains:  “It will codify into law that you 

are a bigot, the moral equivalent of a racist, tantamount 

to being a member of the Klu Klux Klan, who must be 

shut out of society and, wherever possible, harassed and 

persecuted for your beliefs.”  

The bill is not slated for consideration in the U.S. Senate, 

but that’s only because Republicans control that chamber 

– for now.  And the Trump Administration has announced 

its opposition as well.  But the fact that it has gotten this 
far should be a wakeup call to every American who 

cherishes liberty. 

What can be done to alert Christians and others to the 

extreme dangers of this coercive bill, which Democrats 

are promoting as an expansion of “fairness?”    

tel:(712)%20432-0900


Robert A. J. Gagnon is the author of “The Bible and 

Homosexual Practice: Texts and Hermeneutics” 
(Abingdon Press, 2001) and co-author (with Dan O. 

Via) of “Homosexuality and the Bible: Two Views” 

(Fortress Press, 2003). 

Dr. Gagnon is Professor of New Testament Theology at 

Houston Baptist University.  

Previously, he was a tenured Associate Professor of New 

Testament at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, teaching 

there for 23 years (1994-2017).  

Before that, he had a one-year position as Visiting 

Professor of Religion at Middlebury College in Vermont.  

Dr. Gagnon has a B.A. degree from Dartmouth College, 

an M.T.S. from Harvard Divinity School, and a Ph.D. from 

Princeton Theological Seminary.  

His main fields of interest are Pauline theology and 
sexual issues in the Bible. He is a member both of the 

Society of Biblical Literature and of the Studiorum Novi 

Testamenti Societas [Society of New Testament Studies]. 

He is also an ordained elder at a Presbyterian Church 

(USA) in Pittsburgh.  

As a service to the church, Dr. Gagnon provides a large 

amount of free material on the web dealing with 

Scripture and homosexuality.  

In addition, he has published scholarly articles on Biblical 
studies in the Journal of Biblical Literature, New 

Testament Studies, Catholic Biblical Quarterly, Novum 

Testamentum, Zeitschrift für die Alttestamentliche 



Wissenschaft, and Horizons in Biblical Theology; and 

more popular treatments in The Christian Century and 

First Things. 

He is also author of article-length encyclopedia entries in 

the Dictionary for Theological Interpretation of the Bible 

(Baker/SPCK), New Dictionary of Christian Apologetics 
(IVP), Oxford Handbook of Evangelical Theology (Oxford 

University Press), and Encyclopedia of Christian 

Civilization (Wiley-Blackwell).  

In addition, he has been quoted in, or has written for, the 

New York Times, National Public Radio, CNN, U.S. News 
and World Report, Christianity Today, Christian Century, 

and other news outlets and popular magazines. 


